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LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS
St Ann’s Church (30 Midway Road, Elizabeth East)
Mass Times - Sat Vigil 6pm Sun 8.30am - Fri 9.15am.
St Thomas More’s Church (19 Laverstock Road, Elizabeth North)
Mass Times –- Sun 10am – Mon 9.15am
IMPORTANT *********COVID 19 UPDATE ***********PLEASE READ
THERE WILL BE NO MORE CHECK IN LISTS AT MASS
YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO CHECK IN USING QR CODE OR GOV’T CONTACT TRACING SHEET
PLEASE BE PREPARED WITH YOUR QR CODE SCANNER

THE MEMORIES OF CHRISTMAS
If I were to ask any of you a seemingly very simple question the response to which would be quite predictable but
probably incredibly diverse, it would be the question … “what do you think was your best Christmas ever?”
As we make the journey of life our response to this seemingly simple question would probably have changed many
times.
When we are very young our response to this question was probably driven by some precious gift that Santa provided
on that special morning. Probably something like our first bicycle or special gift that we had been hinting or speaking
about for a long period of time.
Perhaps we gradually moved forward and our relationships assumed an importance beyond the simply material
desires of our childhood.
“Going home for Christmas from boarding school or university for a real holiday with my family and friends” might be a
predictable response from country children and adults who lived a long way from their parents and families and
friends.
“The first Christmas we celebrated together after we were married” or “when our first child was born” or “when we
moved into our own home” or “when I came back from active service in Vietnam or the Middle East.”
In the midst of these memories and responses there is great diversity but incredible predictability.
These thoughts and memories are somewhat diverse but all resonate with the same reality, they are all, predictably,
about our serious relationships, the relationships that have made all of us who we are now and into the future.
I think it is imperative for each of us at Christmas to reflect on this glaring reality of our individuality…who we are and
who and what is important in our lives and what does this mean for each of us both as individuals and families.
As St Francis prayed.
Lord make Me an instrument of Your peace.
Where there is hatred let me sow love.
Where there is injury, pardon. Where there is doubt, faith.
Where there is despair, hope. Where there is darkness, light.
Where there is sadness joy.
O Divine master grant that I may
Not so much seek to be consoled as to console,
To be understood, as to understand.
To be loved. as to love.
For it's in giving that we receive it's in pardoning that we are pardoned
And it's in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

I wish you all a peaceful and happy Christmas.
Fr Pat and the Parish Staff

Responsorial Psalm: R. Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.

must be self-restrained and live good and religious lives
here in this present world, while we are waiting in hope
for the blessing which will come with the Appearing of the
glory of our great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He
sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free from all
wickedness and to purify a people so that it could be his
very own and would have no ambition except to do good.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Good News and great joy to all the world:
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.
Alleluia
Gospel: - A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke. - Today a saviour has been born for you.
Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the
whole world to be taken. This census - the first - took
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and
everyone went to his own town to be registered. So
Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and
travelled up to Judaea, to the town of David called
Bethlehem, since he was of David's House and line, in
order to be registered together with Mary, his betrothed,
who was with child. While they were there the time came
for her to have her child, and she gave birth to a son, her
first-born. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and
laid him in a manger because there was no room for
them at the inn. In the countryside close by there were
shepherds who lived in the fields and took it in turns to
watch their flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord
appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone round
them. They were terrified, but the angel said, 'Do not be
afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be
shared by the whole people. Today in the town of David a
saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. And
here is a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.' And suddenly
with the angel there was a great throng of the heavenly
host, praising God and singing:
'Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and peace to men who enjoy his favour'.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

O sing a new song to the Lord,
sing to the Lord all the earth.
O sing to the Lord, bless his name. R.

SIMBANG GABI
The amount of $378 was collected at the above Mass.
Thank you to all parishioners who contributed.

Proclaim his help day by day,
tell among the nations his glory
and his wonders among all the peoples. R.

CHRISTMAS DAY COLLECTIONS
Christmas Eve Masses and Christmas Day Mass will
have the normal plates at the front for the usual weekend
collections and there will be a leaving collection for the
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry. Envelopes for Christmas
Offering will be available in the foyer.

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
‘I BRING YOU NEWS OF GREAT JOY
We share the joy of the angels and shepherds as we
celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Saviour of the world. He
is one with us; in times of darkness and hardship, in joy
and celebration.
First Reading: - A reading from the prophet Isaiah. - A
son is given to us.
The people that walked in darkness
has seen a great light;
on those who live in a land of deep shadow
a light has shone.
You have made their gladness greater,
you have made their joy increase;
they rejoice in your presence
as men rejoice at harvest time,
as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils.
For the yoke that was weighing on him,
the bar across his shoulders,
the rod of his oppressor,
these you break as on the day of Midian.
For all the footgear of battle,
every cloak rolled in blood,
is burnt and consumed by fire.
For there is a child born for us,
a son given to us
and dominion is laid on his shoulders;
and this is the name they give him:
Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God,
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.
Wide is his dominion
in a peace that has no end,
for the throne of David
and for his royal power,
which he establishes and makes secure
in justice and integrity.
From this time onwards and for ever,
the jealous love of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad,
let the sea and all within it thunder praise,
let the land and all it bears rejoice,
all the trees of the wood shout for joy
at the presence of the Lord for he comes,
he comes to rule the earth. R.
With justice he will rule the world,
he will judge the peoples with his truth. R.
Second Reading: - A reading from the letter of St Paul
to Titus. - God's grace has been revealed to all
people.
God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made
salvation possible for the whole human race and taught
us that what we have to do is to give up everything that
does not lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; we

The HOLY FAMILY of JESUS
MARY and JOSEPH
Sunday, 26th December
GOD BLESS OUR HOME
A house is made of materials that are
replaceable. But a home is founded on
relationships, love, memories, joys and
pains, births and deaths. No material
compensation can ever be made for the
loss of these. On this feast of the Holy
Family we pray, ‘God bless our home’
whatever its shape
may be.
First Reading: - A reading from the first
book of Samuel. - For the whole of his
life, Samuel shall be lent to the Lord.
Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son,
and called him Samuel 'since' she said 'I
asked the Lord for him.'
When a year had gone by, the
husband Elkanah went up again with all his
family to offer the annual sacrifice to the
Lord and to fulfil his vow. Hannah, however,
did not go up, having said to her husband,
'Not before the child is weaned. Then I will
bring him and present him before
the Lord and he shall stay there for ever.'
When she had weaned him, she took him
up with her together with a thre
e-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a
skin of wine, and she brought him to the
temple of the Lord at Shiloh; and the child
was with them. They slaughtered the bull
and the child's mother came to Eli. She said,
'If you please, my lord. As you live, my lord,
I am the woman who stood here beside you,
praying to the Lord. This is the child I prayed
for, and the Lord granted me what I asked
him. Now I make him over to the Lord for the
whole of his life. He is made over to the
Lord.'
There she left him, for the Lord.
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm: - R. How happy
they who dwell in your house, O Lord.
How lovely is your dwelling place,
Lord, God of hosts.
My soul is longing and yearning,
is yearning for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my soul ring out their joy
to God, the living God. R.
They are happy, who dwell in your house,
for ever singing your praise.
They are happy, whose strength is in you;
they walk with ever growing strength. R.
O Lord, God of hosts, hear my prayer,
give ear, O God of Jacob.
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield,
look on the face of your anointed. R.

Second Reading: - A reading from the
first letter of St. John. - He calls you his
own children,
and that is what you are.
Think of the love that the Father has
lavished on us,
by letting us be called God's children;
and that is what we are.
Because the world refused to acknowledge
him,
therefore it does not acknowledge us.
My dear people, we are already the children
of God
but what we are to be in the future has not
yet been revealed,
all we know is, that when it is revealed
we shall be like him

because we shall see him as he really
is.
My dear people,
if we cannot be condemned by our own
conscience,
we need not be afraid in God's
presence,
and whatever we ask him,
we shall receive,
because we keep his commandments
and live the kind of life that he wants.
His commandments are these:
that we believe in the name of his Son
Jesus Christ
and that we love one another
as he told us to.
Whoever keeps his commandments
lives in God and God lives in him.
We know that he lives in us
by the Spirit that he has given us.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Open our heart, O Lord,
to listen to the words of your Son.
Alleluia
Gospel: - A reading from the holy
Gospel according to Luke. - His
parents found him in the temple,
sitting among the learned men
listening to them.
Every year the parents of Jesus used to
go to Jerusalem for the feast of the
Passover. When he was twelve years
old, they went up for the feast as usual.
When they were on their way home after
the feast, the boy Jesus stayed behind
in Jerusalem without his parents
knowing it. They assumed he was with
the caravan, and it was only after a day's
journey that they went to look for him
among
their
relations
and
acquaintances. When they failed to
find him they went back to Jerusalem
looking for him everywhere.
Three days later, they found him in the
Temple, sitting among the doctors,
listening to them, and asking them
questions; and all those who heard him
were astounded at his intelligence and
his replies. They were overcome when
they saw him, and his mother said to
him, 'My child, why have you done this
to us? See how worried your father and
I have been, looking for you.' 'Why were
you looking for me?' he replied. 'Did you
not know that I must be busy with my
Father's affairs?' But they did not
understand what he meant.
He then went down with them and came
to Nazareth and lived under their
authority. His mother stored up all these
things in her heart. And Jesus increased
in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with
God and men.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PARISH OFFICE
Is closed and will reopen on Monday,
10th January, 2022. If you have an
emergency please contact Fr Pat on
0418 831 594.
PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO
CHURCH BULLETIN FROM
25th /26th DECEMBER UNTIL
29th /30th JANUARY 2022

2022 – COMING EVENTS
Sat 1st NO morning Mass on New Year’s
Mary the Holy Mother of God
6.00 pm Mass – St. Ann’s
Sun 2nd The Epiphany of the Lord
Normal Sunday Masses
Mon 3rd The Most Holy Name of Jesus
Fri 7th St. Raymond of Penyafort
Sun 9th The Baptism of the Lord
Mon 10th Legion of Mary Meeting
– St. Thomas More – 1.00 pm
Church Office re-opens
Beginning of Ordinary Time
Thu13th St. Hilary
Fri 14th Knitting Group – St. Thomas
More – 9.30 am
Sun 16th 2nd Sun in Ordinary Time Year C
Mon 17th St. Anthony
Legion of Mary Meeting – St.
Thomas More – 1.00 pm
Thu 20th St. Fabian
St. Sebastian
Fri 21st St. Agnes
Sat 22nd St. Vincent
Sun 23rd 3rd Sun in Ordinary Time Year C
Mon 24th St. Francis de Sales
Legion of Mary Meeting – St.
Thomas More – 1.00 pm
Tue 25th The Conversion of St. Paul the
Apostle
Wed 26th Australia Day – Public Holiday
Thu 27th Sts. Timothy & Titus - Australia
St. Angela Merici
Fri 28th St. Thomas Aquinas
Sun 30th 4th Sun in Ordinary Time
Year C
Mon 31st St. John Bosco
Legion of Mary
Meeting – St.
Thomas More – 1.00 pm
School resumes – Term 1 - 2022
PARISHIONERS ON THE SICK LIST
Adele Kalil, Bob Sherman, Josie Hughes,
Flordelisa Lugtu, Barbara Kosewicz, Ivan
Baker, Cobie Looyestyn, Philiip Smith,
Brenda McKerney, Trevor Furner, Ann
Arbon, Genny Duczek, Graham Haylock,
Joan Shurven, Jeanette Boyd, Fiona
Tweddle, Patrick Farley, Julie Clemow,
Rosanna
Orr
(in
Scotland).
For Privacy reasons, permission from the
sick person is required prior to placing their
name in the bulletin.
Prayer Registration Slip
Please fill out the registratIon slips
situated on the table in the foyer and
place in the box provided.
RECENTLY DECEASED:
Marjory Garcia.
ANNIVERSARY:
Beth White, Elizabeth Burke.
1st Collection is for Diocesan Presbytery
Fund
2nd Collection is for the Support of our
Parish.
Week Ending 19th December 2021
1st Collection
Total
$ 620
2nd Collection
Planned Giving (Envelopes) $ 869
Loose (2nd)
$ 305
Direct Debit (2nd)
$ 714
2nd Collection
Total
$1888
(Planned Giving Pledged $1750)
St Vincent de Paul Christmas $ 229

MATTISKE FUNERALS
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9.00am – 3.00pm
Pastoral Visitor
Bernie Hedges
8255 1191
Parish Manager
Susan Dangcalan 8255 1191
Sacrament Program Co-ordinator Edna Dumbrell
8255 1191
Parish Pastoral Council
Bernadette Hedges 8255 1191
Parish Finance Council
Theo Toonen
8252 0340
African Liaison Officer
David Shepherd Mutusva 0451 456 309
Lyell McEwin Chaplain
Robyne Malone
8182 9093
Calvary CD Chaplain
Lina Martino
8282 5395
Sacristans: Ann Anderson/Jean Luke (6pm Vigil)
Carol Mackle/Jean Mohan/Margaret Kennedy
(St Ann’s 8.30am)
Clara Porlaje (St Ann’s 8.30am)
Donna Kirkbright (St TM 10am)
Planned Giving: Theo Toonen 8252 0340
Centacare (Catholic Family Services) 8215 6700
St Vincent de Paul Society Assistance Hotline 1300 729 202
Beyond Blue (Depression/Anxiety) 1300 224636
Lifeline Australia (Crisis Support/Suicide Prevention) 13 11 14
Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800 Child Abuse Report Line (CARL) 13 14 78
Translating and Interpreting Service 13 14 50
Elder Abuse Hotline 1800 372 310
St Vincent de Paul Society “Family Centre, Elizabeth 8255 8547
Catholic Schools in the Parish
St Mary Magdalene’s 82 Fairfield Rd, Eliz Grove 5112
Ph 8255 6144
St Thomas More 50 Yorktown Rd, Eliz Park 5113
Ph 8255 1699
Catherine McAuley 210 Adams Rd Craigmore 5114
Ph 8284 1666
St Columba College President Ave Andrews Farm 5114 Ph 8254 0600
St Patrick’s Technical College Hooke Rd Edinburgh Nth Ph 8209 3700

We are dedicated to serving you and give
personal assurance that your funeral
will be performed with full regard for the
sacredness involved.

Contact Barbara Taylor a Member
of the Catholic Community, to discuss
your requirements entirely obligation free.

Elizabeth 8281 0638

Salisbury 8258 1856

Jamie Grant /Proprietor
A Catholic Owned Funeral Company
Supporting Catholic families in
their time of need.
Specialising in the Rites of the Catholic Church
50 Midway Rd, Elizabeth East
TELEPHONE ALL HOURS 8234 0506

The Universal Prayer
Sunday 26th December, 2021
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Year C
We pray for Pope Francis and for the family of the Church. United may we
always trust in the Father’s will, walk the way of Jesus and be attentive to the
wisdom of the Holy Spirit.
God of Peace, hear us.
We pray for the family of Nations. May it put aside the weapons of war and
violence and the ways of lies and corruption and seek peace for the good of
all.
God of Peace, hear us.
We pray for own families. Across the generations, may we give thanks for
each other and stand together where there are difficulties and tensions, as did
Joseph and Mary with the child Jesus.
God of Peace, hear us.
We pray for families impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. May they,
where there is sickness, grief, unemployment, mental stress and poverty,
discover a new spirit of fraternity by which to care for and respect each other.
God of Peace, hear us.
We pray for families separated by religious persecution, war, terrorism,
economic difficulties or the Covid pandemic. May their faith give purpose
and hope to sustain each person and unite all humanity with love.
God of Peace, hear us.
We pray for all who have died recently, especially
, and for
those whose anniversaries occur at this time. We pray also for the departed
members of our parish families as we remember them with gratitude. May
they enter the pure light of Jesus Christ and live in the Communion of Saints
forever.
God of Peace, hear us.

